MPMA Quantico Chapter 32 Ladies Auxiliary (LA)
Meeting Minutes from March 5, 2011
Present:

Cladie Spears, Auxiliary President



Danielle Dillard, Treasurer


Karen Collier, New Applicant for Membership


Jason Mathis, Chapter President
Spiritual Thought:
Genesis 2:22-23 from the beginning of time, women have been a crucial element in the forming of the foundation of the world. The very first woman, Eve, was lovingly and thoughtfully sculpted by the Creator; she was taken from the rib of Adam, and was called “woman.” Eve was the very first woman, wife, and mother. What can today’s Christian woman learn from Eve?

-Learn to be a helpmeet: Eve was created to be a treasured companion and friend to Adam, as well as his wife and the mother of his children. Eve knew how to contribute towards the happiness and growth of her relationship with Adam, without needing to dominate it. Take a cue from Eve by relaxing your controls…God knows what you need, so relax and let Him take charge of your life. In your relationships, be a helpmeet: not a servant or subordinate, but one who is willing to enhance partnership and teamwork within any relationship.

-You are naturally beautiful: Do you think Eve faithfully got her hair done every 2 weeks, or kept her nails in flawless condition all the time? Did she take weight-loss supplements so that Adam wouldn’t drop her for being too fat? Of course not, Eve knew that she was created by the Most High God, and that He doesn’t make mistakes. Ladies, learn to love you the way God made you.

-Be “naked” before God: While living in the beautiful Garden of Eden, both Adam and Eve wore no clothing on their bodies. What need did Eve have of covering herself before the One who had created her and knew all about her? Make it your mission to become just as honest and transparent with God as Eve was…stop hiding and clutching onto your fears, doubts and concerns, and surrender all to the Lord!

-Run from the whisper: What was Eve’s famous mistake? Eating the forbidden fruit and offering it to her husband Adam, right? True, but it can be argued that Eve’s mistake began not with the eating of the fruit, but with the entertaining of the Serpent, whose sweetly whispered lies tempted Eve to sin. Women, learn to “run from the whisper” and escape those negative temptations that call out to you. Temptation to sin is everywhere, but you can ignore those evil enticements with God’s help and strength.

Next meeting: 
April 2, 2011 at 9:00 am via teleconference; Executive Board April 3, 2011 at 7pm via teleconference
I. Announcement: Happy Early Birthday to our Vice-President Catrina Upshaw and congratulation again goes out to our Treasurer Dee Dee (Danielle) Dillard and her husband on their retirement, Thursday, March 17, 2011. March 6, 2011 marked Ladies Auxiliary #32 one-year anniversary and the celebration with the Mount Zion Baptist Church was outstanding! Ladies of Auxiliary sends a hardy thank you to Chapter members, family, friends, and supporters that took the time to come-out and celebrate this day with us. Continue to pray for Catrina, her father, and family. 
II. Captured Focus Items

1. Chapter Membership – Active members need to increase their visibility to strengthen our efforts in the community and raising funds for the Montford Point Monument Project. Current membership is eight with on pending life-time membership application.
2. New Membership – An informational tri-fold has been distributed and posted on website to be used as our recruiting tool. Recruitment, Recruitment, Recruitment!
3. Vacant Positions – Nominations remain open for Auxiliary Sergeant-at-Arms and Secretary. 
4.  Auxiliary By-Laws – Draft of Auxiliary is ready to present to the Chapter Executive Board to gain input to ensure it compliments their By-Laws. Meeting scheduled for March 9, 2011 at 11:00 am.

5. Annual Financial Report – Closed out was December 31, 2010 but being updated for Spring Council (updates as required) April 14-18, 2011.

6. Donations – The following donations need follow-up letter sent in order to confirm donation: VPCC, MPM Museum; and a large presentation check is being made for $500 to be given to the Montford Point Monument Project (4x8 engraved brick) to be presented at National Convention.
7. OLD BUSINESS National Convention Auxiliary Luncheon & Fashion Show Reimbursements– Funds finally received and deposited in the amount of $142.64 from National for the print of convention event tickets. 

8. 1st Auxiliary Anniversary Plans – Church visit with Chapter members, family, and friends. Auxiliary will present Reverend Dr. Jones with framed certificate, the Montford Point Marine book, and a monetary donation as a token of love. Mount Zion Baptist is located at 18410 Chapel Drive, Triangle, Virginia 22172. An invitation was extended to our Chapter, Original Montford Pointers in the area, MD and DC Chapters and Auxiliary family, friends, and supporters. There will be a display and information table in the multi-media rooms before 10:30 service. We will be eating at the Cracker Barrel Restaurant after church service; 17115 Dumfries Road, Dumfries, VA 22026.

9. Agenda for Spring Council – Gain approval for Auxiliary By-Laws, uniform hat decision, participate in new National Ladies Auxiliary President nomination/recommendation, and gather agenda items for National Convention.

10. Auxiliary Email - The email address is as follow: mpmala32@yahoo.com Help is needed in maintaining email traffic!
11. Community Service – Washington, DC VA Medical Center Winterhaven Homeless Stand Down in June 2011 (Pending call-back from Volunteer Services Ms. Ann Arnold 202-745-8000 to confirm date & participation)

12. Follow-up Items – 1stSgt George Kidd Preserve Day (Catrina provided an informational packet to assist with project) at his home in Ft Washington, MD is tentatively April 23, 2011 8-12 noon. LA logo pin & cover: Cladie researched local vendors and Jonathan’s Embroidery (where shirts are done) can make LA lapel pins to wear on auxiliary uniform.  Metal/solid brass 24k finishes ¾” pin 100 @ $3.74 ea; 200 @$2.34 ea; 300 @ $1.94 ea.  The decision was made to order “200” and present to the Ladies at Spring Council and National Convention. The making of original cover until new cover is approved by National Auxiliary is still pending.  Annual event calendar: Cladie will publish and get posted on website ASAP.  
13. Chapter and Auxiliary Event – April/May timeframe for Informative Forum with various associations on the panel and cost of $8.95/per person for Buffet Lunch at Quantico Officer Club. Announcements need to be sent to all local newspapers and any available media as a means to keeping the community and current sponsors informed. Help is needed for this project.
14. 3rd Fund Raisers/Awareness Event – Diabetes & Heart Disease Red and White Affair in June location, date, and guest speaker TBD with a cost of $30 per person. The idea of inviting Mr. Melton McLaurin the author of the “Marines of Montford Point: American’s First Black Marines” come and do a book signing was discussed. Help is needed for this project.
15. 46th National Convention – Atlanta, GA July 27-30th, 2011 please plan to attend and periodically check the National website for updates. Hyatt Regency is hosting hotel (265 Peachtree Street NE, Atlanta, GA 30303) Room Rate $109.00 based on availability.
16.  Montford Point Day – Friday, August 26th Banquet location, time, guest speaker TBD. NC Congressmen was discussed as being invited as guest speaker with National MPMA President introducing guest speaker and Past National President being the MC, and VIP list consisting of wounded service members, Montford Pointers, etc.
17. Sponsorship – Follow-up on sponsorships letters that have been sent out and no response received. The mission is to increase the visibility of our Montford Pointers.
III. Closing/For the Good of the Auxiliary
*March 10, 2011 FILM Viewing:  Their Stories, Their Voices: African American WWII Veterans Who Served on Iwo Jima at noon, William G. McGowan Theater in Washington, D.C. Actor John Amos will be there to discuss his reasoning for doing this documentary. 
*March 26, 2011 is the BIG at the Crossroads Jazz Scholarship Event at the Clubs at Quantico and tickets are $45 prior to March 1st and $55 thereafter and vendor tables available with cost.

*April 23, 2011 1stSgt Kidd Preserve Day at 8:00 am – 12 noon at his home in Fort Washington, MD (flyer will be sent out)

*April 30th and May 1st, 2011 Chapter President, Jason Mathis is walking in the Avon Breast Cancer Walk in Washington, DC and he needs your help http://info.avonfoundation.org/goto/jason357 by making a tax deductible donation toward his walk. He needs to raise $1800 in order to walk! 
Button-down red or black long sleeve shirts with the Ladies Auxiliary logo with black pants is going to be our community uniform moving forward. The ladies red and black long sleeve shirts should be purchased ASAP (JcPenny shirts average $14.99-$18.99 online with coupon) and taken to Jonathan’s Embroidery in Fredericksburg (540) 891-7700 M – F 9:30 am – 5:30 pm. The turnaround for embroidery is approximately 5-7 working days when you supply the shirt/item they will charge $7-$15 for logo embroidery, depending on the quantity. 
A standard gift of appreciation to our guest speakers will be the MPM book and/or documentary video and a framed certificate of appreciation. The standard token of thanks for our sponsors after each event will be a framed certificate of appreciation. 

The National Auxiliary Newsletter requesting monthly input i.e. favorite poem, recipe, events, special announcements, birthdays, etc. point of contact is Ms. Tommie Merritt. Please send any input to me for submission; no deadline continuous input. Mrs. Judy James, the National Ladies Auxiliary President’s email has changed to mpmalanatpres@yahoo.com, for the record. 
The National President continues to reiterate that “our organization is looking better every day, and in our efforts to preserve the legacy of what those Montford Pointers did for us all…” it is our continuous dedication and commitment that keeps this organization alive. Official Day for our Montford Pointers – August 26th Passed in the Senate of the United States July 22, 2010 (111th Congress 2D Session S.RES 587). Milestones in History THE FEW THE PROUD Montford Point Marines 1942-1949. “Working Together Works”

There is no “I” in the word team and this is a team effort. Collectively we can make a difference! Please continue to contribute so we do not burn-out team members. 
IV. Continued Roundtable

Increasing visibility of the Ladies Auxiliary continues by: Networking, requesting sponsorship, church visits, school visits, fundraisers, sharing communications with other associations, word-of-mouth, emails, and volunteering within the community. Please take time to explore Sponsor a Deployed Soldier program www.anysoldier.com and wounded warriors www.walterreedsociety.org; helping Vets get off the streets http://vetsforlife.yolasite.com; staying informed to help eliminate cancer www.pcf.org and www.coloncancerfoundation.org and www.vcs.org 
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